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prologue inspiration behind the film...
The rise in global terrorism has changed the landscape around us. To jog the audience’s memory, the film uses in 
its narrative events, which have occurred in Chechnya in the recent past to give the viewers a feeling of ‘we have 
heard of this’ or ‘seen this before’ but have we?

Chris and his cameraman are kidnapped by Akhmad and his band of Chechen rebels. They want them to make 
a film about the injustices of their war with Russia. Following the group over the Chechen-Georgian border, the 
two journalists witness the brutality and the destruction caused by the Russians and get to understand Akhmad’s 
grievances against them.

 

what makes people take up arms? 
People have had enough. People like you and me have not taken up arms because we have not lost someone in 
the Chechen or the Syrian war. Young people in these countries see it as their duty to take up arms to avenge the 
death of their next of kin.

We need to see what we do to be able to show future generations the mistakes we have made. It is important to 
show what human beings are capable of. A human being is above any concept or religion. Neither in the name of 
Allah, nor in the name of Christ, not even in the name of truth, nothing can or should justify violence.

what would you do if you were in their situation?
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THE ASSIGNMENT LOG LINE 
THE ASSIGNMENT tells an important story about 
the daily injustices occurring worldwide every day. 
It gives its audience a thought provoking journey, 
and leaves them with the bitter taste of a reality 
that most of us should be thankful we never have 
to experience.

the cast

PROJECT DETAILS

Current Status: FINANCING
Script Status:  DRAFT VERSION 13
Language:  ENGLISH (Chechen, Russian & German)
Locations set in: GERMANY, GEORGIA & CHECHNYA
Countries:  GERMANY, GEORGIA & SWEDEN
Genre:    PSYCHOLOGICAL WAR DRAMA
Target Audience: M/F 15 PLUS with core of 15 - 59 
Producer:   MARCO GILLES 
Co-Producer  VLADIMIR KATCHARAVA  
   
Director:   NEIL BELL
Screenplay:   IGOR HERTZEV & NEIL BELL
Casting Director: NANCY BISHOP
DOP:    ULF BRANTÅS
2nd UNIT:  KONSTANTIN ESADZE
Cast:    CHRISTIAN TBA
   AKHMAD  TBA    
   ROBERT  TBA

Production:   SPRING/SUMMER 2020
Delivery:   LATE 2021
Budget:  2.5 MILLION EUROS
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Some year’s back, Chris lost his desire for live after his son 
died. Despite his grief, Chris, a journalist  of the German 
TV channel „Choice“ has a good career. His wife, Ingrid 
wants to adopt a child but Chris is not so sure.

He travels to a refugee camp outside Tbilisi accompanied 
by his camera operator Hans to film the people living at 
the camp. Upon returning to his Tbilisi hotel, Chris acci-
dentally meets Akhmad, who wants to talk to him. Chris 
declines as they are on their way back to Germany.

On their way to the airport they get kidnapped by Chech-
en rebels upon Akhmad’s orders and taken to a training 
camp in Georgia. There and now dressed in camouflage 
they meet Akhmad once again. He now reintroduces 
himself as their new producer for a film that shows the 
injustices of the Chechen war.

Chris and Hans have to travel with the group of rebels to 
Chechnya through the Caucasus Mountains. The rebels 
want to support a group headed by Akhmad’s father, 
Mohammed. The two journalists are supposed to docu-
ment their actions through a film. They cross the Chech-
en-Georgian border in the dead of night, continuing to 
travel through forests and several destroyed villages. In 
one such village they are ambushed by Russian soldiers 
and Chris accidentally kills one of them.

Near the Georgian border they arrive at a house belong-
ing to Vakha, a former Chechen freedom fighter who is 
living with his granddaughter. Akhmad leaves behind an 
armaments cache at his house. Chris gradually under-
stands Akhmad’s grievances against the Russians after 
witnessing the brutality and the destruction caused  by

the Russians in Chechnya. When the group arrives at 
Mohammed’s camp, they find it scorched. In his rage, 
Akhmad seizes a hospital building in a Chechen village 
and demands the release of his father. When he finds out 
that his father is dead, Akhmad loses control and kills 
some of the hostages and demands the return of his fa-
ther’s body and a bus for their getaway.

Taking the remaining hostages with them they board the 
bus and escape. Upon entering the edge of a forest, they 
are ambushed and the bus overturns. They leave the hos-
tages in the bus and try to escape into the forest. Hans 
is shot and dies. Chris has to leave him behind. Akhmad 
also gets hit by a bullet but they keep running until 
Akhmad collapses and dies. Chris films him, recording his 
last words as he lies there dying.

Exhausted, Chris follows the trail back to the Chechen-
Georgian border and after some time arrives at Vakha’s 
house again. The old man welcomes Chris to his house. 
Vakha does not understand English and Chris under-
stands neither Chechen nor Russian. Despite that, Chris 
learns that Vakha lost his children in the war. He has his 
granddaughter left now and damns the fighting. Chris 
tells him how he lost his son.

The Russian militia eager to find Chris’ film footage track 
him to the house the next day. Aizani, Vakha’s grand-
daughter hides Chris in the woods, but the militia find 
the hidden ammunition and Chris’ hard drive and mem-
ory sticks. Vakha tries to argue with the soldiers but they 
kill him. Chris buries Vakha and leaves with Aizani for the 
Georgian border. 

synopsis:



6

GEORGIA LOCATION PHOTOS

Clockwise from top left:

•	 Road to Chechnya
•	 Police post
•	 Vakha’s house
•	 Road to Tbilisi 
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writer
Russian writer Igor Hertzev was a  participant at the 2005 BERLINALE TALENT CAMPUS. His 
previous feature and short film scripts were screened at numerous festivals and won several 
prizes around the world. 

co-writer & director 
English director Neil Bell has directed and produced several shorts and documentaries 
which have been shown at several film festivals. He has also won and been nominated for a 
BAFTA. THE ASSIGNMENT will be his debut feature.

producer
German producer Marco Gilles of Gilles∙Mann Filmproduktion have produced several inter-
national co-productions including “Bibliotheque Pascal” which was the Hungarian entry at 
the ACADEMY AWARDS in 2011. 

Swedish DOP Ulf Brantås has photographed the memorable films of Lukas Moodysson 
including ‘Together’, ‘Lilja-4-Ever’, ‘Fucking Åmål’ & many others. He has won the Guldbagge, 
The European Cinematographer Award & nominated for a BAFTA.

Prolific Georgian DOP Konstantin Esadze has photographed many films and his recent films 
‘Scary Mother’ and ‘Dede’ is doing the festival circuit. He has won the Best Cinematography 
awards at Gijon & the Mumbai Film Festivals and been awarded the prestigious Prize of the 
Russian Guild of Cimenatographers.

American Nancy is an Emmy-nominated casting director, who works internationally from of-
fices in London and Prague. She is a founding member and serving President of the Board of 
Directors of CSA’s European branch. Nancy has cast hundreds of actors throughout Europe, 
the United Kingdom and the U.S.

personnel
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20 STEPS PRODUCTIONS is an independent production company. It was founded in 2011 in Tbilisi, Georgia 
. The company’s goal is to contribute to development of the film industry in Georgia. It focuses on develop-
ment and co-production of independent feature, documentary and animated films that will appeal to both 
domestic and international audiences.

RABOTAT is an independent film production company based in southern Sweden. Rabotat has produced 
many short films and documentaries and this would be their debut feature production. ‘THE ASSIGNMENT’ 
was developed at the MFI and KATAPULT script workshops of the EU MEDIA programme with assistance 
from Film I Skåne.

Based in Cologne, Germany, gilles·mann filmproduktion develops and produces both national and interna-
tional feature films made for cinema or TV. The ambition is the creation of entertaining programs by means 
of sophisticated stories and strong emotions with the prospect of responsive and numerous audiences.

From the outset the Berlin-Cologne based film production company eitelsonnenschein made a point of 
growing healthy and organically. Quite a challenge in an industry that consists primarily of project business. 
Launched as a cross-genre creative and production community in Berlin in mid-2003, we soon focused on 
film and television productions.

g i l l e s • m a n n 	 f i l m p r o d u k t i o n , 	 A m 	 C o l o n e u m 	 1 , 	 5 0 8 2 9 	 K ö l n , 	 G e r m a n y
PHONE: +49 (0)221 250 11 97, MOBILE: +49 176 668 34235, FAX: +49 (0) 221 355 855 49 E-Mail: gilles@gilles-mann.de

co-producers:

contact:

about us:


